
 

    
Y1 History: Have we always used cars to travel? 

        

Articles: 

31, 23, 29 
 Spring Discovery 

Key knowledge Key vocabulary 
In the past, people used transport pulled by horses to travel from one place to another. 
Before the Victorian times, the main way to travel was by walking or on water by boat. 
 
Buses 

• The first bus was invented in the Victorian times. 

• Buses were pulled along by horses. 

• The horses would get very tired and hungry pulling the bus and its passengers. 
Trains  

• During the Victorian times, there were steam trains powered by coal. 

• Modern trains are powered by electricity. 

• Trains allowed the Victorians to travel from villages to cities and beaches for a holiday or for their job. 

• One of the first passenger railways was built from Manchester to Liverpool. 

• Trams are a type of electric train used in busy towns and cities like Manchester. 

• In the past, train carriages for poor passengers did not have a roof. 
Cars 

• The first car was powered by coal and did not go any faster than a person walking. 

• Now, modern cars and most other transport is powered by an engine and moves much faster. 

• Fuel from cars pollutes the environment, but modern, electric cars are much better. 

• Cars in the past had three wheels and no roof. 
Bicycles 

• The first bike was called a Penny Farthing. 

• It had one very large wheel at the front and a small wheel at the back. 

• Bicycles are good for the environment because they do not burn fuel. 
Flying 

• The invention of the aeroplane meant people could travel to other countries. 

• The invention of the rocket has allowed astronauts to travel into Space. 
 

• There are more types of transport available now than in the Victorian times. 

• The Victorians introduced rules to keep us safe on the road. 

• Vehicles today are a lot safer. 
• The material of transport has changed from wood to metal. 

transport We use transport, like buses, trains and cars, to help 
us travel. 

the Victorian times Something from the Victorian times is from a 
long time ago, in the past. 

the past If something has happened in the past it has 
already happened. 

travel When people travel, it means they go from 
one place to another. 

steam Water turns to steam when it becomes very 
hot. 

modern When something is modern it is from the 
present time. 

a passenger A passenger is a person who uses transport to 
travel. 

the railways Railways are what trains move on to take 
passengers to places. 

an invention An invention is something new that no one has 
ever seen or done before. 

the environment Your environment is where you live and 
everything around you. 

fuel Fuel is something that gives an engine power. 

an engine An engine is a machine that makes things 
move. 

material Things are made from different materials like 
wood, metal and plastic. 

a carriage A carriage is where passengers sit in a train. 

pollution 
pollute 

Pollution is when the environment is dirty. Fuel 
pollutes our environment. 

Knowledge and skills Bridging back  
Changes within living memory.  
Aspects of change in national life. 
Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 
Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Historical enquiry  
Ask and answer questions. 

Year 1 
Why didn’t grandma and grandpa play with a console? 

Bridging forward  
Year 3  
What caused a revolution in Manchester? 
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