Knowledge Organiser
Big Question: What is out at sea?

Year: Reception

Key Knowledge

Areas of Learning

- Rivers, the sea, lakes and land are all
- Usually pirates are described as
different. The beach is by the sea; we can have mischievous, thieving and mean. In
fun there.
some of our stories, the pirates can
be kind and helpful. Pirates travel in
- Fish and other creatures live in the sea. There
ships, often looking for treasure.
are different types of fish, like sharks,
stingrays, clown fish, cod, trout and salmon.
-Mermaids are said to live under the
Whales, turtles, jellyfish, dolphins also live in
sea. They have long hair and a tail like
the sea.
a fish. They are usually kind in stories.
- Fish have different body parts to some other
animals. They have tails, gills, eyes, and fins.
We will meet a fish and explore these.
- Some books are called information texts;
they are different to fiction stories.
- Some fiction stories include pirates and
mermaids; they are not real. Fish are real, but
some characters in other stories are not.

Term: Spring 1

- Water has specific properties. It
turns to ice when it is very cold. Some
things, like ships, float on water.
However, things like rocks sink.

- Pirates use maps. Maps are like a
picture from above, just like a bird
would see. We can follow directions
using a map.

Communication and Language– Can I use new vocabulary and use this to
recreate experiences?
Literacy– Can I retell a familiar story? Can I twist a familiar story?
Maths— Can I apply my knowledge to solve practical problems?
Expressive Arts & Design—Can I use art skills like cutting, sticking, painting,
collage, rubbing and stamping to represent sea creatures? Can I design and
build swords, telescopes, boats and pirate hats using card, paper and wood?
Can I talk about and evaluate my project?
Understanding the World– Can I comment on and ask questions about new
experiences? Can I use Mini Mash on the computer to create a sea creature?

Key Texts
Portside Pirates, Singing Mermaid, Commotion in the Ocean, Tiddler, Bright
Stanley, Rainbow Fish, The Pirate Cruncher, Pirates Love Underpants, 10 Little
Pirates, The Night Pirates, The Snail and the Whale, Sharing a Shell

Key Vocabulary
Geography

Fish

Books & Stories

rivers, sea, lake, ocean, land, beach,
caves, water, sand, rocks, cliffs, islands

sharks, stingrays, clown fish, cod, trout,
salmon, tails, gills, eyes, mouth, fins,
scales

story, fact, fiction, information, text,
title, author, pages, sentences, page
numbers, contents, index

Pirates

Mermaids

Describing Characters

pirate, Jolly Rodger, ship, treasure,
chest, hook, sword, compass, eye patch,
parrot, palm tree

mermaid, merman, tail, legs, castle,
witch, swim, scales, Ariel, shells, king,
queen, magic

friendly, happy, caring, annoying,
horrible, ghastly, unlucky, brave,
sensible, intelligent, nasty, hideous

Maps & Directions

Properties of Water

Art & Making

left, right, up, down, forwards, stop, go
backwards, around, underneath

float, sink, ice, water, full, empty, nearly
full, nearly empty, half full, half empty

draw, cut, stick, paste, join, colour,
paint, attach, pencil, pen, scissors

