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Autumn 2 

Why Was Samuel Pepys an Important 

Person? 

 

 

 

Wow: 

 

We are learning about The Great Fire of 

London this half term. During the first 

week in December we will visit Withington 

Fire Station to see how Fire-fighters 

work and how fires are put out today. 

We will then compare this to how the 

Great Fire was put out in 1666. 

 Learning Challenges:  

  

 Who was Samuel Pepys? 

 Where is London? 

 What happened in the Great Fire of London? 

 How do we know what happened in the Great Fire of 

London? 

 Why did the fire spread so quickly? 

 What were fire fighters like in the past? 

 Was the Baker to blame for the fire? 

 

 Reflection: 

We will discuss whether we think that 

the Baker from Pudding Lane was to 

blame for the fire.  

 

Do we think it was to do with the 

layout and structure of the houses, the 

weather in September 1666 or the way 

the fire had to be extinguished? 

 

 

 

As historians/geographers we will: 

 
 Begin to appreciate that some famous 

people have helped our lives be better 

today. 

 

 Recognise that some stories happened a 

long time ago. 

  

 Retell a familiar story set in the past? 

 

 Explain why certain objects were different 

in  the past,  

 

 Enabling Enterprise: Postal Service 

As entrepreneurs we will: 

 

 Work in our Kagan teams. 

 Decide what a good postal service looks like. 

 Visit a local post office to see how it is run 

efficiently. 

 Design and set up a school postal service at 

Christmas time. 

 

 Using computing we will 

 Research what happened during the 

Great Fire of London. 

 Play an interactive game about the 

Great Fire of London. 

 Use Microsoft Word to type our 

name using capital letters and full 

stops. 

  



         

As writers we will: 

We will be looking at how letters and postcards 

are written. 

We will then write our own letters of apology to 

characters from Traditional Tales based on the 

ones read in class. 

The main focus for this half term will be for 

children to write simple sentences with capital 

letters at the start of sentences and people’s 

names, full stops, finger spaces and using the 

conjunction ‘and’ /’because’ to extend 

sentences. 

 

 

 As mathematicians we will: 

 Add and subtract small numbers up to 10 

 Read the signs +, - and = 

 Make up addition and subtraction stories 

 Solve problems involving addition and 

subtraction 

 

 

                         

 As talkers we will: 

 

 Take turns to speak and listen 

carefully to our talk partners and 

other children in our groups. 

 

                 
 

         

As readers we will: 

 Read the story ‘The Jolly Postman’ 

 Predict what will happen next 

 Learn to read key words 

 Use our phonics skills to sound out 

unfamiliar and new words 

 

Please read with your child every evening 

and use the bookmarks to ask simple 

questions about what you have read 

together. 

Please encourage your child to bring their 

reading book to school every day. 

 

 As artists and designers we will: 

 Examine the work of the artist, Molly Rausch 

who specialises in stamp paintings 

 Look at line, design and colour in order to 

design our own stamps. 

 

 

 How can you help? 

 

 Read and practise key words every 

evening. 

 Come into the classroom in the 

mornings at 8:45am to support your 

child with the morning task. 

 Talk to your child about what they 

have learnt during the school day 

and what they have eaten for their 

lunch. 

    

As musicians and dancers we will: 

 

 Perform a dance based on the Great Fire of 

London. 

 

                     

 



 

 


