
After a wonderful first half term getting to know each other in Year 2, we’re now looking forward 

to a busy run up to Christmas. We will continue to build upon our learning from last term as well as 

make the most of opportunities to link learning with the celebrations and memorable dates 

throughout November and December.  

Now the weather is getting colder, please remember warm coats, hats and gloves!  

Dates to remember: 

12th Nov Anti-Bullying Week 

16th Nov Children in Need 

19th Nov Road Safety Week 

7th Dec Withington Christmas lights switch-on! 

11th Dec (AM) & 13th Dec (PM) KS1 Christmas  

                  Performance 

18th Dec Pantomime for children (at school) 

19th Dec Winter Fair 

20th Dec Christmas Dinner for children 

21st Dec End of term 

Autumn 2 

Big Question 

This term we are exploring  

‘Would you rather live in England or 

Kenya?’  

This topic will allow children to look at 

many aspects of Kenya, including  

people, weather,  

culture, music, food,  

language and  

literature and compare  

it with England.  

P.E Kit  

Your child will need: 

outdoor PE kit (track-suit bottoms, 

sweat shirt and trainers.)  

 

indoor PE kit (black shorts 

and a plain white T shirt). 

 

Reminder: P.E kits should be left 

in school and clearly  

labelled with your child’s name. 

Maths  

This half-term children will focus on: 

 Addition and subtraction 

 Multiplication and division 

 2D and 3D shapes 

 Telling the time 

Reading books  

It is important that all   

children bring their book 

bag to school every day so that they 

can read with an adult and have their 

book changed. We aim to change 

your child’s book every week. It is 

vital that you listen to your child read 

every day and talk about the book 

with them and ask questions to  

promote a deeper understanding of 

the book. 

Home learning  

Every Friday children will take home: 

 Spelling book—practise spellings for a test on Thursday 

 Homework book— talk, Maths and handwriting homework - hand in by Wednesday 

In addition, we ask that you please read with your child for 10/15 minutes every night.  

Children will also benefit from having a conversation about the book before, during and after 

reading with you. 

Literacy  

In Literacy we will read Handa’s 

Surprise by Eileen Brown. This is a 

story about a little girl called Handa 

who lives in Kenya. Handa collects 

fruit in a basket  which she carries 

on her head. 

We will also use a lovely text called 

Tell Me a Dragon to support our 

creative writing and use of  

interesting vocabulary. 

We will use these texts to write our 
own stories and instructions. 
 
Our writing will focus on: 

 - adverbs 

 - conjunctions 

    and, because, when, if 

 - exclamatory sentences  

 - questions 

Science 

Summer is well and truly over!  

 

Year 2 will explore which 

materials will keep us 

warm and dry during the 

cold, wet months in 

rainy Manchester. 


