
 
 

Music Year Group Curriculum Overview 
 The music curriculum is a spiral curriculum, with key skills being repeated. Singing, playing instruments, composing, listening to and appraising music takes 

place weekly. 

 Autumn 
 

Spring 
 

Summer 
 

 Music is embedded within the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum through the use of the learning environment, circle times, target times and classroom provision. The 
children are given a wealth of opportunities to engage in activities, both child-initiated and adult-directed, which enable them to experiment and improvise with sounds and 

instruments. 
During the children’s time in the Early Years Foundation Stage, the essential building blocks of music capability are established.  Charanga sings is used throughout the year 

to allow children to investigate a number of different songs that cover a range of musical genres. 

Nursery Learn song for Black 
History Month 
Opportunities to explore 
rhythms, patterns and 
pitch with musical 
instruments  

• Begin to play 
instruments 
with care? 

• Begin to 
remember and 
sing entire 
songs? 

• Begin to sing 
the pitch of a 
tone song by 
another 
person? 
 

Learn Diiwali song 
Learn Christmas songs and 
perform for adults, along 
with dancing  

• Sing and 
remember 
some simple 
rhymes and 
songs? 

• Listen with 
increased 
attention to 
stounds?  
 

Focus on singing in time 
and moving with music  

• Begin to move 
to a steady 
beat? 

• Begin to march 
to a steady 
beat? 

• Begin to 
remember and 
sing entire 
songs? 

• Begin to sing 
the pitch of a 
tone song by 
another 
person? 
 

Ongoing focus on singing 
in time and moving with 
music 

• Begin to 
respond to 
what I have 
heard, 
expressing my 
thoughts and 
feelings? 

• Begin to move 
to a steady 
beat? 

• Begin to march 
to a steady 
beat? 
 

 

Learn Eid Al Fitr song; 
record in video  

• Create my own 
songs? 

• Improvise a 
song around 
one I know? 

• Respond to 
what I have 
heard, 
expressing my 
thoughts and 
feelings? 

 
 
 

 

Learn Celebration song  
• Play 

instruments 
with control to 
express my 
feelings and 
ideas? 

• Sing and 
remember 
some simple 
rhymes and 
songs? 

• Begin to sing 
the pitch of a 
tone song by 
another 
person? 

 
 

Reception There are progressive music activities within each unit that embed pulse, rhythm and pitch. Children listen to and work with the Games Track to complete the 
following in relation to the main song. 



Each unit consists of the following main elements: Listening and responding to different styles of music, embedding foundations of the interrelated dimensions 
of music, learning to sing or singing along with nursery rhymes and action songs, improvising leading to playing classroom instruments and sharing and 
performing the learning that has taken place 

 

Find the pulse of a song 
Copy-clap the rhythm of 

names 
Explore high and low 

sounds using voices and 
glockenspiels 

Find the pulse of a song 
Copy-clap the rhythm of 
small phrases from the 

songs. 
Explore high and low 

pitch in the context of 
the songs 

 

Copy-clap some rhythms 
of phrases from songs 
Explore high and low 

pitch in the context of 
the songs 

 

Find the pulse of a song 
Copy-clap the rhythm of 
small phrases from the 

songs. 
Explore high and low 

pitch using images from 
songs 

 

Copy-clap 3 or 4 word 
phrases from a song 
Keep the beat of the 

song with a pitched note 
Add pitched notes to 

the rhythm of the words 
or phrases in a song 

 

Copy-clap 3 or 4 word 
phrases from a song 
Keep the beat of the 
song with a pitched 

note 
Enjoy playing patterns 
using a combination of 
any of the three notes 

C, D and E 

Year 1 Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and  

• listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music 

• experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
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live and recorded 
music 

• experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds using 
the inter-related 
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• listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
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the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary 

Robbins 
 
NC: 

• use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and  

• listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music 

• experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds 
using the inter-



     related dimensions 
of music. 

 

Year 2 Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch 

• Move in time and find 
and keep a steady 
beat 

• Create simple 
rhythmic patterns 
using long and short 

• Create simple melodic 
patterns using high 
and low 

• Understand that the 
speed of a beat can 
change (tempo) 

Singing/Music 
Appreciation: Music is in 

my Soul, Hey Friends, 
Hello, Boléro, Eye of the 

Tiger 

Recognising Different 
Sounds 

• Recognise long and 
short sounds 

• Recognise the 
difference between 
loud and soft 
(dynamics) 

• Recognise the 
differences between 
two styles of music 

 
Singing/Music 

Appreciation: Helping 
each other, The Music 

Man, Let’s Sing Together 

Exploring Improvisation 

• Finding and keeping a 
steady beat 

• Use tuned and 
untuned instruments 
to improvise and 
compose 

• Practise, rehearse and 
perform music to an 
audience 

• Compose a melodic 
line with direction 

• Compose simple 
rhythms using basic 
stick notation 

Singing/Music 
Appreciation: I wanna 
Play in a Band, Flying 

Theme from ET, Music is 
all around, Moon River, 

Saying Sorry 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and  

• listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music 

• experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
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songs and speaking 
chants and  

• listen with 
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range of high-quality 
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music 

• experiment with, 
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combine sounds using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 

 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary 

Robbins 
 
NC: 

• use their voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and  

• listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music 

• experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds 
using the inter-
related dimensions 
of music. 

 

Year 3 
Glockenspiel World 

Music Course 

• Play and sing a range 
of pieces from memory 

Writing Music Down 

• Tempo: 100 bpm 
(Andante, a walking 
pace) 

Compose using your 
Imagination 

 

• Tempo: 112 bpm 
(Moderato, a 
moderate speed) 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary 

Robbins 
 
NC: 



and from simple 
notation 

• Play up to three notes 
with a good sound 

• Listen to themselves 
and others, and make 
improvements 

• Copy back and 
improvise simple 
phrases 

• Apply, the building 
blocks of music – 
pulse/beat, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo and 
dynamics 

• Create and perform 
their own rhythmic 
patterns 

• Compose, notate and 
perform short melodies 

 

 

• Time Signature: 4/4 (4 
crotchets in every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 
patterns using minims, 
crotchets, quavers and 
their rests 

• Improvising using the 
notes G A B 

• Key Signature: G major 
(1 sharp) 

Singing/Music 
Appreciation: Home is 

where the heart is, 
Hallelujah Chorus from 
Messiah, Let’s Work it 

Out Together, The Loco-
Motion, Please be Kind 

 

• Time Signature: 3/4 (3 
crotchets in every bar) 

• Simple rhythmic 
patterns using minims, 
crotchets, quavers and 
their rests 

• Key Signature: F major 
(1 flat) 

• Simple melodic 
patterns using the 
notes F G A 

Singing/Music 
Appreciation: Your 
Imagination, Disco 

Fever, You’re a Shining 
Star, Music Makes the 

World go Round 

 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

• Perform in solo 
and ensemble 
contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to 
detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Year 4 
 
 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary 

Robbins 
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ensemble contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 
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and other musical 
notations 

 

 
NC: 

• Perform in solo 
and ensemble 
contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to 
detail and recall 
sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Year 5 Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Melody and Harmony in 
Music 

• Tempo: 128 bpm 
(Allegro, a fast pace) 

• Time Signature: 4/4 (4 
crotchets in every bar) 

• Rhythmic patterns using 
minims, dotted 
crotchets, crotchets, 
quavers and their rests 

• Key Signature: A minor 
(no sharps/flats) 

Sing and Play in 
Different Styles 

• Tempo: 112 bpm 
(Moderato, a 
moderate pace) 

• Time Signature: 2/4 (2 
crotchets in every bar) 

• Rhythmic patterns 
using minims, dotted 
crotchets, crotchets, 
dotted quavers, 
quavers, semiquavers 
and their rests 

Freedom to Improvise 
 

• Tempo: 66 bpm 
(Adagio, a slow pace) 

• Time Signature: 3/4 
(3 crotchets in every 
bar) 

• Rhythmic patterns 
using dotted minims, 
minims, crotchets, 
quavers, 
semiquavers and 
their rests 



• Melodic patterns using 
the notes A B C D E F# G 

Singing/musical 
appreciation: Ghost 

Parade, Lively, Words 
Can Hurt, His Eye is on 

the Sparrow, Joyful, 
Joyful. 

 

• Key Signature: F major 
(1 flat) 

• Melodic patterns 
using the notes F G A 
Bb C D 

 
Singing/musical 

appreciation: The 
Sparkle in My Life, 

Glassworks 1, Dreaming 
of Mars, Macaroni 

Sundae, Get on Board 

• Key Signature: D 
major (2 sharps) 

• Melodic patterns 
using the notes D E 
F# G A 

 
Singing/musical 

appreciation: Look into 
the Night, The Lark 
Ascending, Breathe, 

Stay Connected, 
Keeping Time 

Year 6 Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Specialist Teaching 
Singing Primary Robbins 
 
NC: 

• Perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

• Listen with 
attention to detail 
and recall sounds 
with increasing 
aural memory 

• use and 
understand staff 
and other musical 
notations 

 

Music and Technology 

Using Garage Band to 
create compositions 
(separate scheme of 

work) 

Musical Styles Connect 
Us 

• Tempo: 116 bpm 
(Moderato, a 
moderate pace) 

• Time Signature: 5/4 (5 
crotchets in every bar) 

• Rhythmic patterns 
using minims, dotted 
crotchets, crotchets, 
quavers and their 
rests 

• Key Signature: G 
major (1 sharp) 

• Melodic patterns 
using the notes G A B 
C D E F# 

Creative Composition 

• Tempo: 68 bpm 
(Adagio, a slow pace) 

• Time Signature: 4/4 
(4 crotchets in every 
bar) 

• Rhythmic patterns 
using minims, dotted 
crotchets, crotchets, 
quavers, 
semiquavers and 
their rests 

• Key Signature: D 
major (2 sharps) 

• Melodic patterns 
using the notes D E 
F# G A B C# 



 

Performance opportunities: 

Christmas Concert 

Summer Concert 

Manchester Sings concert (Nov 2023) 

National Curriculum 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music 

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

• use and understand staff and other musical notations 

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

• develop an understanding of the history of music 

 

 
Singing/musical 

appreciation: Let’s Rock, 
Mazurka in G Minor, 

Simple Gifts, Danny Boy, 
Friendship Should Never 

End 

Singing/musical 
appreciation: Disco 

Fever, 1812 Overture, 
La Bamba, Hando 

(War), Vakuru (Elders), 
Change 


